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For the last two’ years :the Latm
-merican press, . particularly in

olombia and Peru, has been attack-
g the Summer Institute of Linguis- : S

s, krnown by most mxssxons-mmded
“rotestants and Catholics. in -the*
“nited States as Wycliffe Bible Tran--

Toup’s ~ ouster on. a v
harges.. ... T o
‘But :.in. Peru, ewspaper
-xpreso sounded -a moderate voice -
-om :Lima, . When -iothers ‘were
'amo'zng for Wycliffe to be expelled
-om the- troubled. country, Expreso

>0k what was a radical'step — insist- -

g that;the work of the linguistics-
seracy* agency. be- studled and not

V’fHEREWERE:: ?gw ?)t er v%:ééé:
-at echoed Expreso’s vxewpomt but .

e tide definitely wa aoamst the -
tissionary linguists. -

+On Jan. 10, the Peruwan mestry
B¢ Educatxon informed.the public that- :

¢ minister of education and other public’

‘ators. . There were :calls for: the.
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a resolution had been drawn up to-ex-. [
-, tend the contract of the Instituto Lin-
-gmstxco de Verano (ILV), as it is|
known in Latin Amencan countrles._
for five years. - i
- In most Latin Amencan countmes. IR
“such groups, even though they are ;-
“privately supported, work under con-
-tract with the government, with peri-
. odical reviews made to see if they
should be allowed to continue. *.-

{The ILV is from time to time one of
the: hottest political issues-in coun-
tries such as. Peru and Colombia,.
while in-a- country such as Bolivia i
there seldom “is any kind' of furor |.
‘made about themn and their activities._ ,

Being outsiders-and missionaries,’
they become prime targets for the |-
".-;Commumst Party and for other left-
ists; particularly at election time. The.
missionaries then come in for a-politi-
cal flaying on a faxrl ) d
predlctablebasxs ;

X EXPRESO, m ‘an ‘editorial,. ¢
‘mended the government'’s decision to
retain the ILV and explained part of -
the political ritual that was involved
Yin the latest fray. The editorial said::
i'In spite of the effective and meri-;
:.torious service rendered by the: Instz-j:
Ltute of, nguxstxcs {ILVY; in-spite-of"
,ILV ;Sserving under contract with:the |

AN

r

“entities with-whom they constantly’.
collaborated a few months ago there’ j
s areose an absurd .violent-and well::
~planned news campaigniagainst the:
e group accusing the members. of vio-'|
i:lating laws. of the land, of being in |
service of the CIA; of ahenatmg the.
-hdtives of the: Jungle,..and other ‘un-¥
+ founded .and’ equally: injust.'ac

R

Vernment carrleﬁ
,out an’ investxgatmn and ' received,

: numerous petitions’in; support ‘of the%
i - 'missionary organization, and agreed;

£ with the ‘positive-reports of. the:in-)\
b roads Wycliffe is'making into reduc-';
- ing “unwrijtten : Indian. languages :to]

writings 5 SieR RS R R

.

__" mamstream of the prevailing culture..

. his own.language, which hitherto had
.never appeared in visible form — only

i-cept of an alphabet, the Indian then

* the same process, which then opens aj
- broader avenue of ¢ulture to him, and
“ with it expandmg opportunities for
i ecbnomxc unprovement =

.-ple.- As individuals are born again,
‘,\then they- study the Scriptures.and
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“IT 1S THROUGH this process that|

_ developing countries which allow the
linguists to.operate are- able to im-
.prove the lot of the indigenous com-
_munities, providing for them an ave-
nue, through literacy, .into .the

“.This is accomplished when the In.|
dzan is foxr, the first time able to read

poken 3 R
] learmng to. read
is own.language, been introduced to

he tools of learning, such as the con-

-can learn Spanish or Portuguese by

“For their part ‘the Protestant mis:
ionaries are.permitted to translate
t.the. Bible and other literature of high
: moral value for use among the’ peo-

eventually native churches are estab-
ished, run by the natives themselves:

~E
cluded that X*This. decxswn lrrefutably
‘proves that the presence of the ILV is
-needed 'in- the ‘cauntry and that. they
‘government :would have commltted
‘grave error to cancel.the service of a
‘group contracted’ by Peruyian educa-}

“fion” and’ to
grat:tude

repeat “of';one agamst Wychffe in
:Colombia last year. As.in Peru,:the
Jorganization. not only was-cleared of.
ibeing ‘a threat to. the.go‘u_ntry .0r un-
.desirable, but was commended by the
government and given a stronger con-
tract’ to.continue ;and; expand -‘*-1ts
?operatxo
& Wycliffe, by.

‘Cameron Townsend -NOW: hvmg in
Waxhaw, N. Ciis the - largest foreign
‘missionary and.literacy: orgamzatxon
‘in the world. It currently is servingin
‘more than 600 language groups in 25
‘countries, “including some- languages
which- strll'hivent been reduced to

writing i ndj ) -
Canada: Y o,
»-:Its headquarters are’ mrvHunt‘_gton : _—

‘Beach; Calif,
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